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Death of his ſting di ſarm'd, and the dank grave 
Made pervious to the realms of endleſs day, 


No more the limit, but the gate of life. 
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 Ofallacem  bominum em, fragilemque fortunam, 


| et inanes noſtras contentiones ! Quæ in medio | 
8 patio ſa pe franguntur, et corruunt, et ante in ipſa 
| 188 curſu obruuntur quam Porlum conſpicere Ppotute 
| il runt ! CictRo, 
1 2 
1 
| | C 
1 J 
4 
; 1 t 


— 

— — 
— ans. 
1 


1 9 t 

1 rt 

1 i 

— 

1 el 

1 1 

'N | ly 

YU 3 w 

| + | ar 
| 


BY | TO THE 
Clank and Conguyation is the 
| Silend of SABA , 


 HoxoRABLE AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


\ } HEN, at your requeſt the late Mr. Ers- 
WORTH received ordination, with a view to his 
ſettlement with you as your ſpiritual paſtor, it 
was the hope of the friends of religion, that his 
life and uſefulneſs would be prolonged, and that 
you 'might long rejoice in his light. But the 
ſovereign arbiter of life, is ſometimes pleaſed to 
call from their labors, thoſe who appear to be 
beſt qualified, by natural and gracious endow- 
ments for extenſive uſefulneſs ; perhaps to teach 
us that he is not confined to means, to us appar- 
ently beſt fitted to carry on the purpoſes of his 
grace, and alſo, to raiſe them to ſublimer ſcenes, 
and more exalted employments in heaven. 


Tur church of Cnrisr ſuſtains a loſs by the 
death of ſo good and promiſing a miniſter of 


Jrsus. We ſincerely ſympathize with you in 


this bereaving providence. May a double por- 
tion of the ſpirit ofthis aſcended ſervant of CHRIST, 
reſt on his ſucceſſor, who is now with you ; and 
may his faithful labours for your ſpiritual inter- 
eſts, be crowned with abundant ſucceſs. 


AFTER his return to the continent, he frequent. 


ly expreſſed a cordial regard for you, as a people 
whom he ſincerely loved, and whoſe ſalvation he 
ardently defired ; and with whom had his health 
permitted, he would have choſen to have ſpent his 
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days; and a grateful ſenſe of thoſe reſpectful at- 
tentions ſhewn to him, and kindneſſes received 
from you, and particularly from his Honor 
Governor Danzzy, and his worthy family, in 
whoſe family he lived, during his reſidence in 
the iſland. 


By his death; one more'is added to the cloud 
of witneſſes who have gone before us, to illuſtrate 
the divinity of the chriſtian religion, and to con- 
firm this truth, hat the con/olations of the goſpel, 
are our only ſure ſupport in affliztions and death, and 
that they who die in the Lord, are bleſſed. The 
riches of thoſe conſolations, may you largely par- 
ticipate. The friends of Zion, rejoice in your 
religious order. May that bleſſed promiſe, The 
Iles ſhall wait for his Iaw, be ſpeedily and univer- 

ally accompliſhed ; and the multitudes of their 
inhabitants know and adore our glonous Rr. 
DEEMER, 


 Acceyr, honorable and chriſtian brethren, the 
following diſcourſe, as a tribute of reſpectful re- 
membrance from the afflicted parents of the de- 
ceaſed, and from your ſincere friend and ſervant, 


in our common LoRD, 
David SMC Clue, 


EasT-W1NnDsSOR, 
Connecticut, 


Nov. 30, 1791. 


long: Redeemer. 


MOURNING friends and chriſtian audience! 
ſuffer me to aſſiſt your devout meditations at this 
ſolemn ſcene, while by divine aſſiſtance, I ſhall 
offer ſome ſerious reflections for your religious 
improvement, from that paſſage of the inſpired 
writings, which is recorded in the book of 


JOB, xix. 25 and 26. 


For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
Hall land at the latter day upon the earth. 

And though, after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 


N the ſacred hiſtory, we find that it pleaſes 
God, ordinarily. to afford ſupport and comfort 

to pious men, in proportion to the afflictions and 
trials which in this life, they are called to en- 
counter, While the wicked are overwhelaned in 
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troubles, in which they have no almighty helper, 
and with deſponding Cain, are ready to cry out, 
% my puniſhment is greater, than I can bear; 
the righteous, with hope and comfort, can look 
up to Gop in afflictions, and in death; ſaying, 
« tho” he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him.” This 
| was the caſe with that greatly afflicted, yet patient, 
man, Jos, taſting the ſweets of forgiving grace 
and redeeming love, by the knowledge of a Re- 
deemer revealed to him, and his aſſured hope of 

an intereſt in his ſalvation. ©« I know that my Re. 
| deemer liveth.” - | 3m. 


— — Ä — 


2 — —ů—— — — 
_ — 


= I bs 
+” — — — — 
— 
— 


- 
—— > 


— oO — — Oy — 


—— — 


—— — — 2 ů ů — 
* * - 


— 


— 3 „ 


UR the preſſure of extreme bodily pain, the 
mind needs ſupernatural ſupports to-raiſe it above 
deſpondency, and diſpoſe it with reſignation, to 
acquieſce in Gop's dealings and patiently to bear 
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MN vx are the righteous man's afflictions in this 
life. In addition to thoſe which are common, 
extraordinary trials fell upon the patient man of 
Uz. Satan, the envious foe of the human kind, 
had him in his power, and ſhot at him all the ar- 
rows of his ſpiteful malice. Againſt trials, great- 
er than ever fell to the lot of any meer man, Job 
maintained his integrity, with becoming forti- 
tude ;. until by their long continuence and in- 
creafing ſeverity, he ſeemed to loſe that patient 
frame of mind, with which at the beginning he 
Had encountered them. 


In the triumphs of his faith, he ſhewed alſo the 
weekneſs of human nature; altho' in the main, 
the Moſt High approved his conduct, and richly 
rewarded his tried integrity. He was happily re- 
ſigned to the will of Gop, and was willing to wait 
bis time for deliverence. & All the days of my 
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appointed time, will I wait till my change come.” 
His reſignation in afflictions, aroſe from his know- 
ledge of the righteouſneſs, holineſs and goodneſs 
of Gor, from whom afflictions receive their com- 
miſſion ; and his comfort in death was derived 
from a knowledge of Cur1sT his Redeemer and 
of his intereſt in him. So well perſuaded was he 
of this, that he patiently bore the loſs of all his 
earthly ſubſtance, and the deareſt delights of 
this world ; knowing that in heaven, he had a 


more enduring inheritance. 


Hz expreſſed a good hope, after death. And 
what he greatly delired, was, that his hope and 
the grounds of his hope, might be left on record 
for the benefit of unborn ages. © O that my words 
were now written, that they were printed in a book; 


that they were graven with an iron pen and lead, in 


the rock forever; for I know that my Redeemer 
liveth.” And his words, in this his epitaph, and 
ſtanding record of his hope, will remain, until the 

eriod ſhall arrive, to which his faith looked, when 
he will ſtand with his Redeemer on the carth. 


_ Taz knowledge of CHRIS, had been preſerved 
among holy men, from Adam to Noah, and thro” 
ſucceeding generations to Abraham of Chaldea; 
from whom Job probably deſcended, and who 
lived not very remote from the nativescountry of 
Abraham. From the ſource of original revela- 
tion, made to Adam, containing the promiſe of 
the ſeed of the woman, that ſhould bruiſe the ſer- 
pents* head; and from the acceſſion of additional 
revelations to intervening patriarchs, Job, no 
doubt, obtained the knowledge of CurisrT, as the 
Redeemer and Judge of the world. For this was 
revealed to the patriarchs who preceded him. 
Enoch propheſied of the coming of CRILS to 
Judgment at the laſt day. 
— 5 
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— 5 
Bur in addition to traditionary revelation pre- 
ſerved in the ſucceſſion of pious families, Job had 
communications- of divine light fram the Holy 
Spirit ; and by that divine teacher, by whom holy 
men were moved to ſpeak of the promiſed Meſſi- 
ah, he was- taught more fully the knowledge of 
CuRIsT and his intereſt in him. 


Wiru humble dependence on the divine aſſiſt- 


ance, we will, 


I. ConTEMPtaTE the LoxD Jesus Cuklisr, as 
the ever living Redeemer of men. I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.““ 


II. Spzax of the reſurrection and the final 
judgement, © He ſhall ſtand at the latter day up- 
on the earth.“ And, 


III. Tur the knowledge and certainty which 
. righteous men have of the reſurrection, and their 
acceptancewith their Redeemer at the final judge- 
ment, is their ſupport in death. © And tho? after 
my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
{hall I fee Gop;*” 


Tux office of a Redeemer is to pay the debt, or 
to ſuffer in the room of the offender. One is re- 
deemed from captivity or from the hands of ene- 
mies, or from ſuffering for offences, when another 
fatisfies the law in his behalf. Goſpel redemp- 
tion ſametimes ſignifies a deliverance from fin and 
all the penal evils of fin. Ir Nee taken 
for the whole of the ſinners' ſal vation, compre- 
hending not only a deliverance from the penal e- 
vils of ſin, but the immortal life, felicity and glo- 
ry, to which beltevers will be admitted in heaven. 


SUNDRY articles comprized in this two-fold re- 
demption, I ſhall briefly mention, They are a 
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Geliverance from the tyranny of ſatan—the pow- 
er, guilt and condemnation of fin—the ſervile fear 
of death, and from future puniſhment—the re- 
ſtoration of a holy principle—the ſanctifying in- 
Auences of the divine ſpirit—perſeverance in obe- 
dience, and eternal felicity in heaven. 


1. Taz deſign of CurrsT's coming into the 
World was to deſtroy the works of the devil: to 
demoliſh the reign of ſin, which he had been in- 
ſtrumental of eſtabliſhing in the hearts of men. 
By the power of the grace of the Redeemer, the e- 
vil ſpirit, © the ſtrong man armed, is deſpoiled of 
his goods,“ and caſt out. The believer is re- 
.dcemed from his tyranny in this life and at death 
will be out of the reach. of his temptations. 


2. CurisT redeems his people from the power, 
guilt and condemnation of ſin. Their fins were 
4mputed to him in that he ſuffered the deſert of 
Jin. © The Lord laid on him the iniquities of 
us all. —He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions 
and bore our fins in his own body on the tree.“ 
By his obedience and death, © he brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, —and.made an end of fin.” 
Ihe law of Gop demands of man perfect and ſin- 
leſs obedience: pronouncing death as the wages 
of ſin, and proclaiming the curſe on him who 
continueth not in all things, written in the law. 
But the goſpel preſents to man a perfect obe- 
dience, yielded to the law by one who con- 
deſcended to become his ſurety; and whom the 
father accepts; with whoſe righteouſneſs he is 
well pleaſed, and thro' whoſe merits and media- 


tion, he can have mercy on offenders. On their. 


compliance with the terms of the goſpel, be- 
Iievers are accepted as righteous, by the gracious 
4mputation of the benefits of CnRIST's perfect 
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obedience; and the law has no demands upon 


them for paſt offences, becauſe CuR ISH has aton- 


ed by his death for their offences. © He became 
fin for us who knew no ſin, that we might be 


made the righteouſneſs of Gov i in him.” Yea, he 


became a curſe for us. © CugrsT hath redeemed 
us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
for us; that the bleſſing of Abraham,” the bleſſ- 
ing comprized in that gracious promiſe, I will be 


thy Gop, © might come on us Gentiles.“ 


Jesvs CnrIsT by his obedience to the law, in 


our room, has rendered to Gop, a work which we 


owed him as our Creator, the work of perſect 


obedience-ta his will. And by his ſufferings he 


has ſatisfied for the injuries which we have com- 
mitted againſt Gop, as our judge. By CurtsT's 
obedience, the intelligent univerſe are taught that 
the law is good and ought to be obeyed ; and by 
his ſufferings and death, that it is holy and juſt 
and ought to be ſatisfied. And thro' this perfect 
atonement, Gop can be juſt and the juſtifier of 
the ungodly, for CurisT is the propitiation and 
{acrifice for our fins. © There is, therefore now, 
no condemnation to them that are in Caurrsr 
Jesus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
ſpirit.” Their ſins and iniquities are remember. 
cd no more. They are faid to be caſt into the 
depths of the ſea. + They are vaniſhed as miſts 
and darkneſs at the riſing of the fun. 


By grace the power and influence of ſin is brok- 
en in the hearts of believers. It no longer reigns 
in their mortal bodies that they ſhould obey it in 
the luſts thereof. A holy principle inclining the 
heart to love Gop and to pleaſe him, takes the 
place of a principle of fin. Their deliverance 
trom the influence of a ſinful principle, is nat 


9 
however perfect i in this life; and therefore, their 
obedience is attended with much imperfection. 
But they are accepted on account of the perfect 
obedience of CarisT., 


Turx are alſo redeemed from the guilt of fin, 
or liableneſs to blame and puniſhment on account 
of ſin. Their ſins, altho' they once exiſted are 


Jatisfied for. «Who i is he that condemneth? faith 
St. Paul, it is Cu1sT, that died, yea, rather, that 
is riſen again—who ever liverh to make inter- 


ceſſion for us.“ 


3. Tuxo * Car1sT we are alſo redeemed from the 
rigor of the law, u hich requires two things, which 
we are unable to perform; perfect obedience and 
perpetual obedience. The curſe is denounced on 


bim who“ continue/bnot in all things written in the 
law, to do them.“ But the chriſtlan's beſt acts of 


obedience are mixed with much imperfection. 
There is no man that liveth and ſinneth not; and 
good men have ſeaſons of failure even in that im- 
perfect obedience, which thro? grace they are able 
to render to Gop. When therefore they look to 
Gop, with hopes of acceptance, they dare not 
look to their own works of righteouſneſs, as the 
ground of acceptance. They place all their de- 
pendance on the perfect righteouſneſs of their Re- 
deemer, making mention of that only as perfect 
and ſufficient. That inherent or habitual righte- 
ouſneſs which the law demands ſhould be perfect 
in us, is mercifully ſupplied by him, “ who is the 
end of the law for rightcouſnels, to every one that 
believeth. . 


4. ChRISH is our Redeemer from the ſervile fear 


of 110 Faith in a living Redeemer and in the 


promiſes of his grace, can ſupport the ſoul in 


T4 


death. We look into the grave with fear and 
trembling, unleſs we ſee Cuxisr there. We look 
into the eternal world, with foreboding terrors of 
the future judgement, unleſs we ſee our living Re- 
deemer there to appear on our behalf. All other 
ſupports will fail at death. It will then be none 
but CHRIST, none but CuRIST. 


NarTuxe ſhudders at the proſpect of a diſſolu- 
tion, but grace can overcome its fears. The dy- 
ing believer contemplates his departure with 
compoſure and ſatisfaction. From ſcenes of fin 
and ſorrow here, he looks forward to ſcenes of 
purity and joy, and patiently waits an exchange 
of worlds. Death is an enemy to nature, but a 
friend to grace. When holy men look forward 
with ſatisfaction, to the day, when they ſhall be 
with CuRIST, they are in the exerciſe of the ſame 
holy temper, as was St. Paul, when he ſaid, © I 
am in a ſtreight betwixt two, having a de- 
fire to depart, and to be with CRRIST.'' And 
e again, I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand; I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me, a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lob, the 
righteous Judge will give me at that day.“ 


s. Caun1srT is our Redeemer from the pains of 
eternal puniſhment, * Jes8uvs CHRIST, ſays the 
apoſtle, who delivered us from the wrath tocome.” 
As tin is an offence againſt infinite majeſty and 
goodneſs, no temporary puniſhment can fatisty 
for it; therefore everlaſting puniſhment and de- 
ſtruction from the preſence of the Lox, is held 
forth, as the awful ſanction to ſecure man's obe- 
dience to his maker. But CHRIST has born the 
curſe, “and there is no condemnation to them 
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that are in him.” As he redeems from eternal 
puniſhment, ſo alſo does he redeem from t: 

ral puniſhments conſidered as formal or legal pun- 
iſhments of fin. To believers, they are correc- 
tions rather than puniſhments,—declarations of 
Gop's difpleaſure, but not of his vengeance, — 
expreſſions of his fatherly love, and not of his 
wrath. 


Tuus CHRIST redeems from all the penal evils 
of fin. His redemption alſo includes the grant 
of all er and heavenly bleſſings. On ac- 
count of the infinite merit of CRISsT's atone- 
ment, there is more than ſufficient to redeem us 
from the woes of ſin, and therefore, by the redun- 
dency of his ſatis faction, if the term may be uſed, 
eternal life and heavenly felicity are given to all 
whom he redeems from fin and death. And alſo 
in addition to theſe, fome diſtinguiſhed rewards 
in heaven, for the ſmall, but fincere ſervices of 
faints on earth. Thus grace abounds in our ſal- 
vation. He delivers us from death and condem- 
nation and hath purchaſed for us a life of future 
glory and happineſs, and hath prevailed to obtain 


or us the adoption of children to Gop, even the 
father. | 


6. By the efficacy alſo of his mediation, be- 
levers are kept from falling into condemnation 
and preſerved by his mighty power, to eternal life. 
He hath mercifully aſſured them of their ſafety, 
faying, © becauſe I live ye fthall live alſo; and 
none ſhall pluck you out of my hands.” His 
omnipotent hand has reſcued them from ſatan's 
power, and he will never more recover them. A 
principle of univerfal holinefs is implanted inthe 
foul by regenerating grace; and the ſanctifying 
operations of the Holy Spirit aid them. in the 
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mortification of ſin, and in their progreſs in the 
virtues and offices of the chriſtian life. 


7. REepeMPTION by CHRIST, conveys to the 
chriſtian, eternal felicity after death. He has a 
title to the full and final poſſeſſion of all poſſible 
good. All things needful here, and eternal feli- 
city beyond the vale of death. Godlineſs has 
the promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come.”* Saint Paul, who was favor- 
ed with a glimpſe of that glory on which ſaints 
enter, ſpeaks of it as undeſcribable. Well then 
may the believer cheerfully welcome death, ſince 
it is but a paſlage to the unutterable joys and 

glories of heaven. We come, 


II. To ſpeak of the reſurrection and the final 
judgement. © He ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
upon the carth.”* The laſt or latter day is gen- 
erally intended in the writings of the prophets, 
to mean the period of the diſpenſation. of the goſ- 
pel. And thus alſo it is uſed by the writers of 
the new teſtament. © Gop hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son.“ The Jewiſh, 
a3 well as all former diſpenſations terminated in 
CuRIsT. When he came into the world, a new 
era commenced, called the laſt, becauſe it contains 
the laſt and fulleſt revelation of grace to men, and 
is to continue to the end of the world. In our 
text, the latter day refers to the laſt period ot 
this laſt and beſt diſpenſation. The antient ſaints 
and prophets believed in the refurrection and the 
general judgment, then to take place. And their 
predictions, CuRIsT confirms, ſaying, © 1 am the 
reſurrection and the life; he that believeth on me, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and who- 
ſoever liveth and believeth on me ſhall never die. 
Every one that believeth on me hath everlaſt- 
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day.“ 


Tu proſpect of this glorious event was the 
ſupport of holy men in former ages, as well as in 
goſpel times. To us, the doctrine of the reſurrec- 
tion is more clearly revealed. CnrisT ſtood on the 
earth, as the promiſed Redeemer in the days of 
his humanity, and preached righteouſneſs and 
life to guilty, dying men. He ſtood on the earth, 
when he roſe from the dead, as the firſt fruits of 
them that ſleep in him. And he will ſtand at the 
laſt day, on the earth, or in the region of the air, 
over the earth, and before him will be gathered 
all nations. 


For the knowledge of a reſurrection mankind 
are indebted to revelation. By this we are aſſur- 
ed, that the time will come, when © the heavens 
ſhall paſs away—the elements melt with fervent 
heat the earth and all the works that are there- 
in be burnt up; when they that ſleep in the duſt of 
the earth ſhall ariſe, ſome to everlaſting life, and 
lome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt.” When 
the dead in the graves ſhall hear the ſound of the 
laſt trumpet, and gather up their ſleeping duſt, 


and walk forth to ſee the laſt end of creation and 


of the ſcenes of time. When earth and ſea, and 
every iſland, lake and river ſhall deliver up the 
dead which are in them. When the miriads of 
the deſcendants of Adam, ſhall fill the extended 
plain, prepared for the ſeſſion of the ſupreme tri- 
bunal of general judgment, and each individual 
receive a ſentence, according to the things done 
here in the body. | 


Once in the form of man, the Redeemer whom 
the father bath appointed to judge the world, aſ- 
C | 


ing life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
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— 


cended to heaven, from the plains of Bethany, 


amidſt his adoring diſciples ; in like manner, 
tho” in far more reſplendent glory, he will deſcend 
ro judgment. He will come in his own glory, 
and in the glory of his father, with ten thouſands 
of the ſaints and all the holy angels. 


Hs vailed his glories in his incarnation, when 
he was found in taſhion as a man, but at the re- 
ſurrection, his glories will be ſeen, without a vail. 
O how different from him, who for our ſakes was 
a man of ſorrows! who was arrayed in the gorge- 
ousrobe of Herod, and arraigned at Pilate's bar } 
Who bore the reedy ſceptre, and wore the thorny 
crown; thoſe enſigns of mock-royalty ; and ſuf- 
fered without the gate. Look ! ye blinded Jews, 
ſee him, your Meſſiah and your Judge, whom ye 
pierced, and mourn! Ye roman ſoldiers ! be- 
hold your Ring! whom ye ignorgntly crucified 
on Calvary ! Behold him, all impènitent ſinners, 
whom ye daily crucify, by unbelief and fin, and 
mourn in deep contrition! 


Bur with other eyes, ye righteous, 1 ye be- 
hold your Saviour and your ” Judge. You will 
then lift up your faces with joy, for your cternal 
redemption draweth nigh, This thought in- 
troduces the 


IIId, Anv laſt divifion of this diſcourſe, which 
is, that the knowledge and certainty, which righte- 
ous men have of the reſurrection, and their ac- 
ceptance with their Redeemer, at the final judge- 
ment, is their ſupport in death. „ Tho after my 


ſkin, worms deſtroy this . yet in my fleſh, 
ſhall I ſee God.“ 


Tuo' righteous men fall at death, they will riſe 
again and ſtand on their feet at the laff wy. It. 


as 


of 


will be to them a happy day; for to /ce Gov, a- 
greeable to the ſcripture phraſeology, is to enjoy 
his favor; and in his favor is life. Clear dil- 
coveries of the divine favor, will fill the mind with 
peace and joy, in the midſt of excruciating pains. 
Of this we have example in Job. He utters him- 
ſelf in broken ſentences in the text, as tho* groans 
and catchings for bicath prevented his utterance ; 
and the intended words are to be ſupplied by the 
-hearer. Thus worms and Lody are ſupplied by the 
tranſlators, and ſtill there is a chaſm after the 
* phraſe, in. His mcaning ſecms to be, © af- 
ter my {kin, what now remains of it, ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed and moulder to duſt, and the worms in the 
grave ſhall have conſumed this, ſhall I call it, bo- 
dy? now clothed with ſores and waſted to a ſkcle- 
ton, it ſcarce deſerves the name. Yet in my fleth 
1 ſhall fee God, my Redeemer and Judge.” 


IT ux proſpect of this glorious event ſupported 
him. Tho?” he ſaw his body emaciated, —his ſkin 
broken with diſtreſſing ulcers, and his fleſh con- 
ſumed ;--his bones cleaving to his ſkin and his reins 
conſuming within him ; yet from the dunghill of 
afflictions, his ſoul looking thro” the chinks of its 
battered tenement, rejoiced at the viſion of the 
laſt great day, when he ſhould ſtand with his Re- 
deemer on the earth and enjoy his ſmiles. When 
he ſhould ariſe to a bliſsful immortality. He knew 
that with his bodily eyes, he ſhould ſee his Re- 
deemer. Saints now walk by faith, and not by 
fight. But then, they will ſee their Almighty 


friend face to face. They will ſee his divine beau- 


ty, in the form of man, They will gaze with a- 
doring wonder on thoſe hands and feet, which 
were 3 for them. They will ſee his royal 
majeſty and power, ſtriking terror thro' evil angels 
and wicked men, but affording joy to the righte- 
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ous. They will ſee his holineſs, juſtice and good- 
nels, and all the divine perfections ſhining in his 
face and diſplayed in all his godlike acts. With 
adoring gratitude, they will hear him ſay, to them, 
« Come, ye bleſſed, inherit the kingdem prepar- 


ed for you.“ The expectation of this grand and 


rapturous viſion, is the comfort of the departing 
friend of Jesvs, and ſmooths his dying pillow. 

And when he walks thro” the valley of the thadow 
of death, he need fear no evil, for his Redeemer is 
with him. Some REFLECTIONS, will cloſe this 
diſcourſe. 


1. Tux Lorp Jesus CunisrT, our living Re- 
dcemer is moſt glorious in his divine greatneſs, 
and moſt amiable in his infinite condeſcention. 
He is Gop and man in his complex character of 
Redeemer. He was with the father from all ever-. 
laſting. - Job, who lived many ages, before Cyr1sT's 
perſonal appearance, ſpeaks of him as then exiſt. 
ing. He is the I am, who converſed with Moſes 
in Midian, and claimed the title and attributes of 


Deity. He was, when the firſt works of Creation 


began, and therefore before all begining and from 


eternity. In the myſterious ſocial union of the 


trinity, he was eternally one with the father. The 
human nature of CHEISA exiſted in time, but his 
divine nature before all time. - Speaking of his. 
humanity, we read that © he took upon him, the 
ſeed of Abraham,” and ſpeaking of himſelf as 
deity, he ſays, © before Abraham was, Iams“ re- 
tering to the name by which he called himſelf be- 
tore his incarnation, „ 


Tno' the human nature of CyrIsTſubmitted to 
death, yet it revived to die no more. A ſure pledge 
of the reſurrection of thoſe who ſleep in him. 
am, ſays Jess, to St. John, in holy viſion, © Iam 
he that liveth, and was dead, and behold 1 am a- 
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live forever more.” Theſe are words of comfort 
intended for the ſupport of thoſe who die in the 
LoRp. Since CyRisT himſelf ſubmited to death, 
his followers muſt. But the ſorrows of death are 
overcome, by the aſſurance, which he hath given 
them, that as he is alive from the dead, ſo ſhall they 
alſo live again; ſaying to them,“ becauſe 1 live, 
ye ſhall live alſo.” CurrsrT aroſe for our juſtifi= 
cation, and aſcended to heaven for the confirma- 
tion of « our faith; where he ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion for us. IThro' the medium of his in- 
terceſſion, the prayers of ſaints aſcend to Gop, 
the divine ſpirit alſo, © helping their infirmities, 
7 groanings that cannot be uttered,” 


" Tno? exalted to all the honors and glories of 
heaven, the living Redeemer of his people, is not 
unmindful of the weakeſt and meaneſt believer. 
He is the-ever watchful ſhepherd of the theep ;-— 
guards them from the deſtroying power of ſatan, 
and all ſpiritual foes ;—fceds them in the green 
paſtures of hisword and ordinances ;—guidesthem 
in the path of righteouſneſs, and leads them by the 
ſtill waters of ſalvation, which flow from him the 
living fountain; and after death will admit them 
to his preſence, © where is fulneſs of joy, and to his 
right hand, where there are pleaſures korevermore. 0 


2. Trar faith that gives a title to the promiſe | 
of ſalvation, appropriates CHRIST andi the blefſ- 
mgs of his redemption to the ſoul. Jo our re- 
celving comfort from the knowledge of Currsr, 
we muſt have a good hope of our intereſt in him, 
and be-able to call Cunlsr our Redeemer. The 
benefits of his redemption, muſt be appropriated 
fo us; upon ſcriptural evidence. Without ſuch 
evidence, our faith is but a ſpeculative and dead 
faith. Goſpel faith is attended with-knowledge ; 
the knowledge that Cu ls r is our Redeemer, and 
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that we are his diſciples. It ſays in the language of 
the church, © my beloved is mine, and I am his.” 


WIITnoOVr this knowledge and faith in the Re- 
deemer, the afflicted man is deſtitute of hope. But 
the comfortable knowledge of an intereſt in the 
bleſſed inheritance which CHRISTH has purchaſed 
for them that believe and obey him, diſpels the 
gloom of ſorrow in adverſity, and adminiſters a 
reviving cordial, in the pangs of death. 


Tur favor of Gon, was the ſupport of Jrsvs 
himſelf, in the extremity of his ſufferings and at 
the expiring moment, when he confided in Gop, 
as his Gop and father. And he who knows in 
whom he has believed, and that his Redeemer 
lives, may calmly reſign himſelf into his hands, who 
is the Almighty friend and Saviour of our ſouls. 


- THERE are among chriſtians different degrees 
of knowledge of CuRIST as their Redeemer, in 
that appropriate and ſaving ſenſe, which we are 
now conſidering. It may be a ſtate of doubt in 
ſome chriſtians ; in others, —holy fears; in oth= 


ers, —{mall gleams of hope; in others, a pre- 


vailing hope; and ſome eminent chriſtians do 


attain to the aſſurance of faith and knowledge of 


their intereſt in CrurIsT; and can ſay as in 
the text, I know that my Redeemer liveth.”” 
All believers are not ſo highly favored as Job 


was 1n this dey wag But his aflictions were un- 


common, and he needed uncommon ſupports. 


The ſame happy knowledge did Saint Paul attain 
in his unuſual labors, who could ſay, © CurisT 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me.” And again, 
* I know in whom have believed, and that he 
will keep that, which I have committed unto him, 


>» 


until that day.“ 
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Tur divine ſpirit, the enlightner of the mind, 
ads the chriſtian in the attainment of this com- 
fortable knowledge. © The ſpirit itſelf beareth 
witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the children 
of Gop.”* He witneſſes by light and comfort im- 
parted to the mind. / He impreſſes the mind with 
the knowledge andaſſurance of that pleaſing truth, 
and thereby confirms the enlightened conſcience 
in the hope already indulged. The witneſs of the 
ſpirit is given to none but the proper ſubjects ; 
even thole in whom the virtues and graces of the 
chriſtian temper are in lively exerciſe. Who 
love God and holy beings and holy duties. Who 
practiſe the duties and offices of piety and righte- 

ouſneſs. Who are pure in heart, meek, morti fied 
to ſin, and heavenly minded. Where theſe di- 
vine virtues are found, the Holy Spirit, for the 
comfort and encouragement of the ſubject, gives 
his inward witneſs ; and ſhewing him that as his 
heart and lite correſponds to the character of the 
chriſtian, as deſcribed in the word of Gop, as a 
copy compares with the original, and as face an- 
fwers to face in a glaſs, leads him to the know- 
ledge of his gracious ſtate ; that CurisrT is his 
Redeemer, and Gop his reconciled Gov. 


Tnus the aſſurance of faith, or our knowledge 
that we are intereſted in the ſpecial, ſaving love 
of Gop, is happily obtained by finding in ourſelves 
thoſe holy principles and habits, to which the 
divine ſpirit gives the ſanction of his witneſs, 
that they are the true and genuine characters of 
the children of Gop. They are the effects of the 
ſpirit's own work, and he will own them. And 
the ſubject of this grace is kept from falling, by the 
mighty power of Gop, thro? faith unto eternal life. 


_ From the foregoing truths we muſt infer, that 
an aſſurance of an Intereſt in CURIST, is not foun- 
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ded 3 in the flights of a lively imagination, or ſud. 
den impulſes ; ; in the warmth of animal paſſions, 
or the ardor of religious zeal ; but 1s ever at- 
tended with the exerciie of holy principles and 
holy habits in the ſubject. “ And hereby we do 
know that we know him, if we keep his com- 
mandments.” And they who keep CHRIS T's 
commandments, dwell in him. They are united 


to the living Redeemer by faith and love, and the 


ſpirit of holineſs. They are living branches, in 
CurIsT the living Vine. Let us, firs, honor our 
AlmightyRedeemer,bya fincereand cheerful obe- 
dience. Let us eſteem it our higheſt honor and 
felicity that he hath invited us to ſerve him, with 
the animating promiſe, that “if any man ſerve 
him, him the father will honor.“ Let us ſincerely 
love and highly eſteem the Lorp Jesus CuRisT, 

for the condeſcentions of his grace, in that he 
humbled himſelf, even to the death of the croſs, 
for the redemption of us unworthy offenders. 


Ler us daily cheriſh that lively faith in Cazrsr, 
to which he has promiſed a happy reſurrection and 
a bleſſed immortality. 


3. Taz infinite worthineſs of the Loxp Jesvs 
Carrsr, proclaims the greatneſs and value of that 
redemption, of which he 1s the bleſſed author and 
finiſher. Let our hearts be deeply affected with 


the value of that ſalvation, which conveys to eve- 


ry believer, an immortal inheritance. It brings 
to the proper ſubjects. © glad tidings of joy, peace 
on earth and good will to man.” Unfolding a 
plan, concerted by the wiſdom of the Godhead, 

executed by the adorable ſon, and applied by the 
divine ſpirit, “ turning us from darkneſs to light 
and from the power of ſin unto Gop.” Giving 
peace of conſcience, reſignation in death, and ac- 
ceptance at the day of judgment. 


MY why i ld - zi Y 4 
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4. Tur certainty of the reſurrection is the ſup- 
port of the chriſtian .in death. For he knows 
that altho* he commits his body to the grave, 
it will be exchanged for a better at the reſurrec- 
tion ; when this corruptible ſhall put on in- 
corruption; and this mortal put on immortali- 
ty; and tho” ſown in weakneſs, it will be raiſed in 
power; tho' ſown a natural body, it will be raiſ- 
ed a ſpiritual body, and in the likeneſs of CurisT's 
glorified body, and that he ſhall ſtand among 
bis faithful and accepted ſervants and worſhip- 
ers at the laſt day. 


Qu1ETLyY then may believers commit their bo- 
dies to the grave. Their Redeemer has gone down 
intoĩt before them. He has enlightened the dark 
chamber and perfumed it ; he has warmed the 
cold bed of death, and made it as a bed of toſes. 
Let believers follow Chriſt intothe grave, for they 
will follow him in the reſurrection. « Every man 
in his own order; CHRIST the firſt fruits, af- 
terwards they that are Chriſt's at his coming.”” 
When he will finiſh his triumphs over all the ene- 


L mies of his people, by deftroying their laſt ene- 
my, death. When will be gloriouſſy fulfilled 
1 that promiſe, © I will redeem them from the 
a power of death, Iwill ranſom them from the grave. 
Fi O grave ! I will be thy deſtruction, O death! I 
h will be thy plagues.” 
o- 5. Wurx chriſtian friends and acquaintance 
8 depart with a good hope of heaven, and in the tri- 
ice 


umpbs of faith in their living Redeemer, it is, to 
g A ſurviving friends, the greateſt conſolation. For 


id, the dead who die in the Loxp, are bleſſed.” 
he They ceaſe from the labors of this painful life 
ght and enter into reſt, to dwell with CRRISH and ho- 


ng ly happy beings, in 1 pure climes, where 


— — — 
— 33 — — 
IT” — 8 
2 2 
— 
— 2 — —— ww 


K — 
— 
b „ 
— 
dy — 


1 
TE. 

= 3 - 
1 


1 
l * 
©, mL 
FI | 
1 1 
. 
. 3 
'T. 1 


26 _ 


“ none ſhall ſay, I am ſick,” and where all © tears 
are wiped from all faces.“ 


A TRIBUTE of reſpect to the memory of our 
deceaſed friend and brother is due from us. Did 
not this neceſſity feem to lie on the preacher, 


1 ſhould have willingly excuſed myſelf, from ſay- 
ing any thing to raiſe the tide of grief, in the 
breaſts of mourning friends, on this folemn occaſion, 


Tut recollection of an intimate and endearing 


ACQUAINTANCE with him, while a member of my 


family, as well as fince, ſenſibly affects my mind 
with ſorrow, while we are here convened to fol- 


low him, to the filent manſions of the dead.* 


How frail is the life of man !“ he cometh forth 
as a flower and is cut down.“ His life is as © va- 


por that appeareth for a little while and vaniſh- 
eth away.“ 


Nrrrurz the vigor of blooming youth and pie- 
ty, nor tlie ſtrength and ſprightlineſs of genius, 
can ward off the ſhafts of death. 


Ix the begining of active life and proſpects of 
uſefulneſs to the church of CHRIST, this our dear 
>rotner, is cut down. Had it pleaſed the arbl- 
ter of life to have ſpared him to the common age 
of men, in the enjoyment of health, we have 
reaſon to think he would have riſen high j in repu- 
tation and uſefulneſs. 


Its natural talents were good his underſtand- 
5 clear and penetrating ;—his imagination 
aſte and lively; and his memory retentive. 


HY 
ch 


* He was the ſon of DANIEL ELISswOoRTH Eſq. and . 
of Capt. DN IE EUSs WORT, one of the firſt and rincipal ſet- 
tlers of 2h ie town of Ellington. His mother, Mrs. Ar E1s- 


WORTH, was the daughter of the Reverend JOHN MWEINSTRY, 
Be A Miller of that town, N 
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And theſe endowments and gifts of the Father of 


lights, were improved by a liberal education, and 


ſanctificd by grace. Soon after finiſhing, his acad- 


em ic udica at Yale College, he devoted hiniſclf 
to the ſtudy of divinity, with a view to ſerve his 


Redeemer in the work of the miniſtry. Notlong 


after he commenced a preacher, he was invited to 


the church of CHRIST in the Iſland of Saba, for- 


merly the charge of the great and good Doctor 


Hugh Knox. 


WaRMED with love to CHRISTH and zeal to pro- 


mote the ſalvation of men, he received folemn or- 
dination to the work of the goſpel miniſtry, as 
the paſtor of the church of Currsr, in that diſtant 
region.“ 


AxD altho' he then labored under great bodily 
weakneſs, he cheerfully embarked on the hazard- 


ous voyage. He performed the duties of the 


miniſterial office to great acceptance there. His 
want of health neceſſitated him to return to his 
native country, and to the boſom of his friends; 

and after long lingering under the pains of a v aſt⸗ 
ing diſorder, he fell a ſleep in Jesvs, amidſt ſur- 
rounding weeping friends, in the 3oth year of his 
age. His trials Were great, yet he bore them, with 


. * The Iſland of Saba, contains about 120 European families is in 

the vicinity of St. Euſtatius and belongs to the United States of Hol- 
land. It enjoys a ſalubrious air, and is eſteemed the healthieſt of the 
Iſlands. - 

That eminent divine, the Rev. Doctor Knox, memberof the Pre ſbu- 
tery of New-York, was miniſter of the church there many years. le 
removed from thence to the Iſland St. Croix, where, lately by death, 
he finiſhed the labors of a long and uſeful life. 

In conſequence of application from the church in Saba, for one to ſuc- 
ceed him, Mr. Ellſworth was ordained in Sept. 1789, at Eafſt-Windſor, 
by the Miniſters of the Churches in the vicinity. Letters from reſ- 
pedtable characters on the Iſland, with which the writer has been honor- 


ed, expreſs the higheſt and moll aſfcQionate eſteem of him, during his 
miniſtry there, 
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the calm patience and reſignation of an aged 


chriſtian. 


Hts pulpit performances were edifying, and his 
manner engaging. His ſentiments were evangeli- 
cal and came warm from the heart. There was 
a holy elevation of thought in his prayers, —his 
ſoul ſeemed to be in heaven, while engaged in that 
on of public devotion. All you, my Mende can 

ear witneſs, how examplary and unblameable his 
life was from his youth up to his death. He gave 
full evidence that he was, what he ſeemed to be, 
a ſincere chriſtian ; and to him may be applied 
that excellent and comprehenſive character, which 
Jzsus gave to one of his diſciples, © an | Iraclite, 
in whom was no guile.” 


Trrs his native town gave the higheſt evidence 
of their eſteem of him, in their united invitation 
to him, to ſettle with them in the goſpel miniſtry ; 
but his want of health, forbad his acceptance. 


Hz was debarred from his ſtudy and [from the 
Barth, a conſiderable time previous to his death; 
ut he was as a child ſubmiſſive to Gob. He who 
was likely to be greatly uſeful to the church and 
world is cut off from the living, while many of 
us not ſo likely to be uſeful, are left, 


Ye mourning parents, ſuffer us to mingle our 
ſympathetic tears with yours, ſince you are de- 
prived of the preſence, the company and converſe 
of ſo good and ſo amiable a fon. Lover and 
friend has a righteous and holy Gop, removed 
from you, and your beloved ſon, our acquaintance 
into darkneſs. This your fon, tho' removed from 
you as to his bodily preſence, i is {till alive, alive 
we truſt to Gop, and to the divine and holy em- 


ployments and pleaſures of that pure ſtate, to 


Ly 


which, we doubt not, the grace of his living Re Re. 
deemer hath conducted him. 


ATTACHED to the earth, and to objects of ſenſe, 
we are but too apt to bury our deceaſed pious 
friends, wholly in the grave. Let us look for them 
in heaven. We bury only the feeble houſe of clay, 


to be exchanged for a better at the reſurrection. 


You will conſider this affliction at which you 


- mourn, as the doing of a holy, wiſe and righteous 


Gop; and may the conſolations of his ſpirit, which 
are neither few, nor ſmall, be afforded unto you. 


RIP ENED for a more exalted ſtate and educated 
by divine inſtruction, for an aſſoc iation with holy 
and happy ſpirits, impartial heaven has taken him 
from theſe lower forms, to join his kindred ſpirits, 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in the imme- 
diate preſence, worſhip and praiſes of Gop and of 
the Lam, 


Ma a holy Gop ſanctify this repeated viſita- 
tion of his righteous hand, to the parents,—to the 
mourning brothers and ſiſters of the deceaſed ! 


WuiLE we ſympathize, dear friends, with you, 
on this ſolemn occaſion, we cannot refrain callin 
to remembrance, the like repeated mournful oc 
caſions, in which we have joined in ſympathy 
with you, at the death of ſeveral of your children, 
cut off in the vigor and bloom of lite. The ſhafts 
of death, have in frequent and quick ſucceſſion 
paſſed thro! your family; and fix beloved child- 
ren within the ſhort period of eight years, Gop 
has taken from your tender embraces*. Your 
trials, dear friends are great. May Gop grant 


you ſtrength and comfort proportioned to your 
great trials. 


P 


Five daughters and this ſon, have died of conſumptions. 
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Tulxx honorably of Gop, who does all things 


well. „Clouds and darkneſs are round about 


him. His way 1s in the ſea, and his path in the 
great waters, and his footſteps are not known ; 
yet juſtice and judgement are the habitation of 


His throne, and the Judge of all the earth will do 


right. Tho” deep calleth unto deep, and all his 
waves and billows paſs over you,“ may you not- 


withſtanding ſay with the afflicted Pſalmiſt, — yet 


the Lord will command his loving kindneſs in the 


day time, and in the night (of affſiction) his ſong 


thall be with me, and my prayer unto the Gop of 


my life. I will ſay unto God, thou art my rock. 
Hope thou in Gop, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who 
is the health of my countenance and my Gon.“ 


He is the ſovereign proprietor of his creatures. 
They are as clay in the hand of the potter. Shall 
be not do as he pleaſeth with his own? May you, 
my friends, imitate the pious reſignation of Job, 
in greater afflictions, even than thoſe, that Gop 


- hath brought upon you ; ſaying, “ the Lond gave, 


and the Loxp hath taken away, and bleſſed be the 
name of the Logb.“ 


In this affliction, Gop has taken from you one 
more attachment to earth, and given you one more 
attachment. to heaven. In the midfi of your griets, 
think of God's kindneſs to you, in that he gave 
you ſo good and dutiful a ſon ; one ſo well diſ- 
poſed to ſerve his generation by the will of Gov ? 
He fincerely honor'd and affectionately loved his 
parents and friends; with him you have taken 
ſweet council together, and devoutly Joined in the 
worſhip of Gop in public and in private. Had 
vou been called to leave the world before him, 
would you not have been unwilling to have left 
him behind? Now he is gone before you, you 
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have one powerful motive more, to raiſe your 
ſouls to God, and ſpeedily to follow him, and en- 
ter on the bliſsful employments of that glorious 


world, where the friends of Jesus will never more 
be ſeparated*, 


FIN DS and fellow immortals of this aſſem- 
bly ! how frequent and numerous are the warn- 
ings that a holy and merciful Gop gives us of the 
frailty of life, and the ſolemnities of death. After 
a few more revolving ſuns, we ſhall all be with 
the great congregation of the dead. | 


WuaiLt we now breathe and ſpeak, each mo- 
ment of time, the ſouls of our fellow men arc 
departing into a boundleſs eternity. © It is ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die.” The pain of 
death, in itſelf, is not of ſo much conſequence, it 
is the ſolemn ſcenes that will ſucceed death, that 
renders it a moſt momentous concern to-us. For 


— 


The words of pious men, at their expiring moments, generally im- 
preſs the mind, in a more ſolemn manner, than what is uttered at oth- 
er ſeaſons. The- good hope of the chriſtian, at that awful criſis, is a 
confirmation of the truth of the chriſtian religion, and an encourage- 
ment to ſurvivors. Wich theſe views, I doubt not, the chriſtian read- 
er will be pleaſed and edified with the following ſhort account of Mr. 
Elſworth, in his laſt ſickneſs and death. A few days previous to his 
death, he was greatly weakened by a profuſe diſcharge of blood from 
his mouth; occaſioned by the rupture of ſome blood veſſels. He then 
expeded immediate death, and was calm and cheerful in the proſpect 
of his diſſolution. He ſpake with great ſeriouſneſs and compofare on 
the ſolemnities of death, and the happineſs of heaven. A few hours 
before his death, he ſaid to his weeping parents: ©** Grieve not for me. 
Are you not willing that I ſhould be happy? Has not my heavenly 
parent, a higher claim to me, than my earthly ?*”” Afterwards he ſaid, 
*My Aiſtrels is great: I deſerve infinitely greater. I have no reaſon 
to complain. I ſee my Jesus landing by me. I ſhall ſoon be hap- 
py with him.” His firength being exhauſted by a diſtreſſing ache of 
It was with much difficulty that he ſpoke. Near the expiring moment 
he ſaid, I feel oppreſſed with an uncommon drowſineſs. I will com- 
mit myſelf into the arms of IEK sus, and go to ſleep, never expeRting to 
awake again.” His laſt words, that were audible to one on whom his 
head reclined, were, ** Praiſe Go p, praiſe, praiſe !” Thus calm, re- 


ligned and triumphant was his exit from this momentary life, to the 
preſence of his living Redeemer, 


32 
after death, will come the judgment, that will 
conſign each one of us to an eternal ſtate, either 
of happineſs or wo, according to our reſpective 
characters. 


Evexy inſtance of death among our neighbors, 
friends and acquaintance, and eſpecially the deaths 
of eminent characters, is a ſolemn call of God, ta 
each ſurviving ſoul, © Be ye alſo ready.” More 
. eſpecially, does the voice of Gop addreſs you, in 
ſolemn accents, in the death of this his faithful 
ſervant, your acquaintance and friend. 


Hrs pale, cold corpſe, tho? pleaſant in death, is 
now before us, to remind us of death; that as in 
a glaſs, we may ſec our frailty ; ſince as he now 

is, alarming thought to the unprepared, we mult 

alſo be. 


| | 
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111 Max your lives, my friends, be like his, ſo far 
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as he reſembled his Redeemer ; and your deatli 
W will be peaceful and your immortality blefled. 
Wt Your death will be as this righteous man, and 
a | | your laſt end of life like his. 2a 

| i i ü « Happy ſoul, thy days are ended, 

„ 2 85 dans mourning days below : 

1 Go, by Angel guards attended, 

* | | | Jo the fight of JEsus, go!” 

{if Marv we all, firs, find, that “ it is better to go 
14. to the houſe of mourning, than to the houſe of 
— feaſting; for this, his is the end of all men, and 
1 the living will lay it to heart.” That we may 
fo do, may Gop of his mercy grant, for Ixsos 
4 fake, AMEN, 


